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SUBJECT: VIETNAM EVACUATION AND RESCUE OPERATION 

1. AMBASSADOR GRAHAM MARTIN REQUESTS THAT YOU PASS THE FOLLOWING 
PERSONAL MESSAGE TO THE CAPTAINS, OFFICERS AND CREWS OF THE MSC 
SHIPS AND TUGS PARTICIPATING IN THE VIETNAM EVACUATION AND 
RESCUE OPERATION: 

2. QTE: THE JOB WHICH THE MSC FLEET IS DOING TODAY IN THE WATERS 
OFF VIETNAM HAS ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION AND ADMIRATION OF THE 
WHOLE WORLD. I KNOW THAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH THE 
OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE MSC FLEET HAVE BEEN FORCED TO WORK ARE 
EXCEPTIONALLY DIFFICULT AND TRYING, BUT I KNOW THAT ALL OF YOU 
WILL CONTINUE IN THE HIGH TRADITION OF THE MERCHANT MARINE TO 
FULFILL THIS ONEROUS BUT ESSENTIAL HUMANITARIAN TASK. I WANT 

TO ADD MY PERSONAL THANKS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU FOR YOUR 
SPLENDID CONTRIBUTION. GRAHAM MARTIN UNQTE. 

MARTIN 
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